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As we know from Chapter 4, simply adding together the individual scores’ deviations from the mean is point-
less as that summation will always be 0. Therefore, we square each deviation from the mean as doing so elimi-
nates the negative numbers.

For the mortality salience group,

Individual Score Group Mean (Deviation From Mean) (Deviation)2

72 60 12 144

67 60   7   49

50 60 –10 100

44 60 –16 256

70 60 10 100

57 60 –3 9

And for the control (music) group,

Individual Score Group Mean (Deviation From Mean) (Deviation)2

51 46 5 25

37 46 –9 81

33 46 –13 169

78 46 32 1,024

35 46 –11 121

42 46 –4 16

Now, we sum the (deviations)2 for each group:

Mortality Salience Group Mean = (144 + 49 + 100 + 256 + 100 + 9) = 658

Control Mean = (25 + 81 + 169 + 1,024 + 121 + 16) = 1,436

We then divide each sum by the number of people in that group, minus 1.

Mortality salience group:	 658
6 1−

	 Control group:	 1,436
6 1−

 

Thus, the variance for the mortality salience group is 131.6. The variance for the control group is 287.2. Let’s 
plug these numbers into the formula for the standard error of the difference between the means:

131 6 287 2. .
n n1 2
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